Social Studies and World Citizenship

over the universities, which are comparatively free) ; the
Ministry of Health controls the local medical officers of
health, again in collaboration with the local councils; the
Home Office controls the police; the Local Government
Board is responsible for the local councils; and the Post-
master-General has control over the post offices and other
postal services and communications. The local councils are
also responsible for local services and amenities such as
highways, parks, street lighting, public baths, libraries, etc.

The foregoing brief review pictures central and local
government in peace-time. During war-time much greater
State and local control is necessary, and this inevitably
involves the setting-up of special war-time ministries and
other bodies, such as the Ministries of Food, Information,
Transport, Fuel, Supply, Production and so forth. Here
the teacher will find ample opportunity for discussing the
social services of the country both at peace and during
emergency.

The conception of democracy can also be driven home
by considering some of the ways in which public opinion
can bring pressure to bear on the Government of the day,
and conversely how a wise Government can go to the public
for advice and opinion. In the former category we have the
trade unions, and various societies which have definite aims
in their terms of reference, such as the Royal Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Children. In the latter there are
such bodies as the Royal Society of London, whose terms of
reference include advising the Government of scientific
matters when called upon to do so, the General Medical
Council and the National Council for Social Service.

GOVERNMENT OF THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH

The Government of the British Commonwealth overseas
should also receive a place in our curriculum, for it is evident
from listening to everyday arguments that the ordinary
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